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Primary Mailbox Theme and Variations

by Vanessa McClintock

One of my most favourites assignments in my Church was that of Primary
Accompanist. This is not to say | was the "primary" or "key" or "best" or "top of
the line" accompanist. The "Primary" is the Sunday School for children from ages
three through eleven, and my assignment was to accompany the music teacher
(chorister) with my skills at the piano, hence "Primary Accompanist."

It was a confluence of good people. The chorister was a gifted vocalist and
innovative teacher, and the president liked and encouraged me to freely
improvise background music during the lessons given by sundry teachers, and to
embellish the music during the singing times. Fortunately, this attitude was
shared by the chorister.

One of the weekly events was to call upon a child to open the mailbox to see what
lessons might be taught and—more importantly to them—which child would be
spotlighted. After a few weeks, | began to see how the Primary functioned and
began doodling with the theme that | later honed and then became the source for
this set of variations. Just before the President would announce the mailbox
segment, | learned it was time to play the little ditty as a prelude/announcement;
the children responded immediately, knowing what the music would bring.

The theme is easy to play, as are the next few variations that follow. From there
the music becomes increasingly more complex and challenging to perform.

Over the years, | have made several sets of variations, often amending, cutting,
and adding new material. This is the final set.

Vanessa McClintock
January 2023
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