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Emily's Piano Album

Background and Insight

This set of short piano pieces and two short songs comprises a musical portrait of my daughter,
Emily, from her very early childhood. The first piece composed, Emilys Lullaby, is placed at the
last in the set; | expanded it from a simple tune | would sing to her at bedtime. When Emily
entered kindergarten, she saw a poster advertising and promoting the school's (K-6) talent show
and asked to be in it. The poster clearly stated the minimum class age as 1st grade. Emily was
determined. | pursued without relent and the teacher in charge, choosing to both appease me
and not hurt the child's feelings, allowed her to audition. When Emily finished, the teacher
exclaimed through her tears, "If she isn't in the show, nobody is!" Emily performed the lullaby at
both performances of the talent show, much to the astonishment of her class and the school.

Soon thereafter, | began work on the other pieces. Each has its unique perspective, as each
portrays a different part of Emily's day and life. The last piece—and the one that gave me the
most challenge—appears as the first in the set, £mily’'s Morning Song. | debated whether to
compose the piece, and after its composition questioned whether | should include it in the set
Ultimately, | believed it gave the entire set a balance.

Emily was a very cheerful child, especially as she was "an only child." /n Her Room is purely a
subjective guess on my part in an attempt to portray her feelings when she elected to close her
bedroom door for privacy. Some children become introverted under such circumstances, yet
Emily has developed further into a very gregarious woman with a sincere desire for everyone to
become her friend. From what | have seen, she is very successful, and genuinely so.

The set | completed in 1996, six years after the Lullaby. The final typo corrections and minor
alterations | completed in February 2023.

As a performer, | like to play in @ mostly legato style. As a composer, | often think in like kind. |
hope the performer is not timid to use the sustain pedal, though not excessively.

All tempo markings are given as a basis or to form a perspective yet are reasonably accurate for
most performance situations and personal preferences of the performer.

Vanessa McClintock
February, 2023
Roseville, California, US.A.
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Emily's Piano Album
Lyrics

Emily's Morning Song

When the morning light
gently rests upon your head,
and the dreams that you dream
dare to keep you in your bed;

open up your eyes,
let the day be-come your prize.
Whether gray skies or blue,
if your friends are tried and true,
it all de-pends on you.

And should the day begin
with the sun be-hind the clouds,
look for rainbows where you g0,

to overshadow doubts.

The day will spring
into songs that summer orings,
if you'll open your heart
and let the sunshine through your eyes
with a light smiling orightly with your love.

Vanessa McClintock
February, 2023

Emily's Lullaby

Go to sleep,
my little child,
the sun has fled the sky.

Night has come,
the day is gone,
the years keep drifting by.

Whippoorwills
and nightingales
shall sing a soft refrain.

Go to dreams
until the sun
shall bring the day asgain.

Go to sleep,
g0 to sleep,
g0 to sleep.

Roseville, California, U.S.A.

Copyright © 2023 by Vanessa Robert McClintock
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Emily's Morning Song / Vanessa McClintock 3
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