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NOTES 
 
 

Chopinhauer (March, 1974; c. 1'50") 
 

The title suggests a pun on the Polish pianist/composer Frédéric Chopin, and the 
19th century German philosopher Arthur Schopenhauer. 

 
The work is not at all an adherent or homage to Shopenhauer's philosophical 

pessimism; I just like the sound of the title, "Chopinhauer," and I like puns. 
Nevertheless, there is a sense of Brahms lurking within the harmonic textures. 

 
That said, pianists have at least two choices in their interpretation: to play as they 

would a work of Chopin: gracefully and with a sense of rhythmic freedom and 
emotional abandonment, or with a rather Germanic approach, even though 
there was no conscious influence by Brahms at the time. Or Chopin. 

 
 
 
 
 

As with all my music, I encourage the musician(s) to at all times play from their heart, 
guided by the spirit of the music, and by their experience. 

 
Vanessa McClintock 

June 20, 2022 
Roseville, California, U.S.A. 
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