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The Waxed Box

PORTRAITS 3 / Vanessa McClintock

May Woolsey died in 1879 when she was a young girl. In those days it was the custom to pack the
most favoured and treasured belongings of the deceased in a box, or trunk, and seal it with wax to
protect the things inside. One hundred years later the box was found and opened with respect and
reverence for the little girl. Inside were found May’s favourite toys and things, such as a vase,
marbles, dolls, bracelets, red stockings, schoolbooks, and party invitations. Perhaps you will hear the
school bell, nursery rhyme, thoughts about the party, and even May's own sweet spirit.
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