That Ryde Girl

In the Sacramento History Center, on the second floor, is a large photograph of a little Hispanic girl. The
picture shows her to be very poor and very cold. She stands next to a pot belly stove, which is almost
bigger than she is. The photo looks as if it were taken during the Depression of the 1930's, but it was
taken at a migrant farm worker camp near Ryde, which is near Courtland. The picture is one of sadness.
Perhaps what makes it so sad are the shoes the little girl wears; she has on the shoes of a very big man.
Her poverty reaches out to us. Yet there is hope for this little child, and other children like her. All is not
lost. We all have a chance; we all can walk out of her picture. Listen to the wind at the beginning and
how the music morphs from sadness into what might be her imagination and hope of better times, and
perhaps of warm memories past, and then the transition from her daydreams back to the reality of her
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